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Reasons For Allowance 

1 . The following is an examiner’s statement of reasons for allowance: Kung et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 7,120,139) teach a method and system to providing a broadband communication 
system including an Internet Protocol-based Network, a cable-based access network, other high- 
speed networks and a public switched telephone network (column 1, lines 51-65). Gettala et al. 
(U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2004/042485) teach a method and apparatus for 
redundant signaling links wherein a protocol for managing redundant signaling links to form a 
reliable signaling connection is provided. The protocol has an initialization phase, in which the 
availability of signaling links is determined and an available signaling link is selected and 
activated, followed by an operational phase in which the activated link is used for sending 
signaling messages for a higher-level protocol. During the operational phase both links are 
monitored for availability using a query and reply technique. Should either link fail, a status 
message is sent to the remaining available link along with an activity switchover being 
performed, as required, depending on whether the failed link was the active link (Abstract). 
However, prior art of record fails to teach, or renders obvious, alone or in combination, a 
network comprising a plurality of termination service area (TSA) devices, each TSA device 
being connectable to a plurality of customer devices, a public switched-telephone network 
(PTSN), and a data network, a TSA device having a database, a state machine connected to the 
database, and local calling circuitry connected to the state machine, when a communications link 
fails, the state machine: establishes an end-to-end voice connection between a first customer 
device and a second customer device when both the first and the second customer devices are 




Application/Control Number; 10/684,744 
Art Unit: 2614 



Page 3 



connected to a same TSA device; and returns an indication that a connection can not be made at 
this time to a customer device that requested a connection when the first and second customer 
devices are not connected to the same TSA device as directly recited in independent claim 1 and 
a method of operating a network device as directly recited in independent claim 9. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled “Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance.” 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benny Q. Tieu whose telephone number is 571-272-7490. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday: 6:30AM - 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar can be reached on 571-272-7488. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Benny Q. Tieu 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2614 




